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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

 

 

TOWN OF NEWTOWN LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18, 2015 

NEWTOWN MUNICIPAL CENTER, NEWTOWN, CT 
 

PRESENT: George Ferguson, Joe Girgasky, Eva Bermudez (7:38), Paul Lundquist, Bob Merola, 
Ryan Knapp, Neil Chaudhary, Mary Ann Jacob, Dan Amaral, Tony Filiato, Phil Carroll, Dan 
Honan. 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Finance Director Bob Tait, Board of Finance Chair John Kortze, Superintendent 
Dr. Erardi, Assistant Superintendent Linda Gejda, Board of Education members Kathy Hamilton, 
Keith Alexander, and Michele Ku, Director of Planning George Benson, Attorneys David Grogins 
and Fran Pennarola, 3 members of the public and one press. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Ms. Jacob called the meeting to order at 7:30 with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
VOTER COMMENT: None  

MINUTES:  MR. FERGUSON MOVED TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES OF THE MARCH 4, 

2015 REGULAR MEETING.  SECOND BY MR. LUNDQUIST.  Mr. Chaudhary noted a 

correction.  The motion regarding the CIP was not withdrawn, it was postponed.  Ms. Jacob is 

adding to the minutes the list of sub-committee budget accounts.  APPROVED AS AMENDED.  

Attachment 

COMMUNICATIONS:  None 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Mr. Ferguson stated the Finance and Administration committee will 

meet on March 26 at 7:00pm in Meeting Room 3.  Mr. Merola stated Municipal Operations 

committee will meet on Tuesday, March 24 at7:00pm in Meeting Room 1.  Mr. Chaudhary stated 

Education Committee will meet Monday, March 23 at 7:30 in Meeting Room 1.   

FIRST SELECTMAN’S REPORT: None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Board of Finance Recommended 2015-2016 Budget: Mr. Kortze stated the Board of 

Finance recommended budget was unanimously endorsed.  Spending will increase by .6%, 

but with increases in revenues, the mill rate will decrease by .71% resulting in a mil rate of 

33.07.  He noted the four largest expenses are Education, Debt Service, Public Works and 

Public Safety.  Mr. Kortze stated the Employee Medical Benefits Board recommended 

removing $300,000 from the Employee Medical Fund; reduction of $225,000 from the 

Education budget and $75,000 from the Selectmen’s.  The fund will remain within their 

recommended guidelines.   
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Bids received for fuel came in lower than expected.  Mr. Kortze encourages the council to 

explore this topic of the town and Board of Education bidding together to achieve the best 

price possible.  Currently, there is a .72 cent difference between the price the town and the 

Board of Education received yielding a difference of $120,000 in savings not realized.  Mr. 

Kortze stated the Board of Selectmen had reduced funds from the Library and Edmund 

Town Hall. The Board of Finance met with each group and they have restored some of the 

funding.   The Board of Ed has a separate dental self-insurance fund.  The Board of Finance 

is recommending moving the fund to the medical fund thereby reducing the contributions 

by $265,513.  Mr. Kortze noted the boards worked collaboratively to attain reductions and 

they do not affect services.   The refinancing of bonds has saved money on debt service.   

Mr. Tait shared an analysis of annual budgets.  Mr. Tait noted there is no tax increase for 2 

years due to increased revenues.  The average budget increase for the past 10 years is below 

the average Social Security COLA.  The large increase 3 years ago was due to security.  Mr. 

Kortze noted that debt service is flat for the next several years.  The debt decreases as a 

percent of the budget for the next 10 years.   

Mr. Kortze stated the Board of Finance is recommending adoption of the budget as 

presented.  Any further reductions could affect services.  Mr. Kortze noted the difference in 

fuel price between the town and Board of Ed was due to the timing of the bids and the 

volatility of oil markets.   

Ms. Jacob asked why only 2 buses were reduced.  Mr. Kortze stated after conversations 

with Dr. Erardi and looking at the data, the board, and Dr. Erardi, believes 2 buses was 

appropriate.  He believes there is a diligence that needs to be continued by the 

administration.  The bus company works for the town, and not the other way around.  

Encourage what the contact dictates; a continuing collaboration for efficiencies.   

Ms. Jacob stated they have been talking for several years about combining town and Board 

of Ed non-essential services.  She asked if the Board had any discussion on reducing the 

budget $120,000 as a result of not collaborating on fuel.  Mr. Kortze stated there were two 

different perspectives on when the bids were done and it resulted in a large divergence in 

price.  They did not make the recommendation for the cut because they did not know the 

outcome since there is an obligation to the contract.  The administration will continue to 

look into the fuel.  Mr. Kortze reminded the Council the town spent about $70,000 on the 

Blum Shapiro Efficiencies and Consolidation of Services report and we have realized only 

about $17,000 in savings.  The Board of Finance is going to bring it up.  It is a statutory 

requirement for Boards of Finance to make recommendations to Boards of Education on 

non-educational expenditures.  Mr. Kortze stated he has been unable to get a definition on 

non-educational expenses.  

Mr. Merola asked about Minimum Budget Requirement.  Mr. Kortze stated the MBR 

allows for reductions to the education budget less than the previous year based on the 

number of students.  This year it is about $239,000.  Mr. Kortze believes the focus the town 

should embrace is a larger efficiency that can be realized and whether the district should 

make a change to the number of schools.  Attachment 

 
Appointment of an Ad Hoc Committee for Roads:  Ms. Jacob stated there were a number 
of questions on increasing the capital roads by one million and the long term plan for 
roads.  She and Mrs. Llodra discussed creating an ad hoc committee to look at long term 
planning and recommendations for tracking the spending.  Mr. Knapp, Mr. Filiato and Mr. 
Amaral have volunteered to be on the committee.   It will include members of the public. 
Action will be taken at a later date. 
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Appointment of a council member to the Public Safety Committee (DOC/Garner):  Ms. 
Jacob stated the Public Safety Committee requires a member of the Legislative Council.  
Mr. Chaudhary has agreed to be on the Committee.  It meets four times a year. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Revised CIP Regulation:  MR. CHAUDHARY MOVED TO REOPEN DISCUSSION ON THE 
REVISED CIP REGULATION.  SECOND BY MR. FERGUSON.   MOTIONS APPROVED. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  MR. CHAUDHARY MOTIONED TO ENTER EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF DISCUSSING A LEGAL MATTER: NEGOTIATIONS WITH RESPECT TO 
PENDING LITIGATION, SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT FOR 75 CHURCH HILL RD.AND INVITED 
DAVE GROGINS, GEORGE BENSON AND FRAN PENNAROLA.  MOTION SECOND AND 
APPROVED.  The council entered executive session at 8:25pm. 
 
The council returned to public session at 9:20pm. 
 
Resolution:  MR. CHAUDHARY MOTIONED TO AUTHORIZE THE FIRST SELECTMAN TO 
WORK WITH COHEN AND WOLF TO EXECUTE A SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT RELATED TO 
THE PROPERTY AT #75 CHURCH HILL ROAD. SUCH FINAL AGREEMENT TO INCLUDE 
UPDATED FINANCIAL INFORMATION PROVIDED BY THE NEWTOWN TAX COLLECTOR AND 
THE WATER SEWER AUTHORITY. FURTHER, THE WATER SEWER AUTHORITY AND THE 
ESTATE OF NOIE RICHARDS ARE TO BE PARTIES TO THE FINAL SETTLEMENT 
AGREEMENT.   SECOND BY MR. CARROLL.   Mr. Chaudhary summarized the town will 
forgive the tax debt, never to be recouped, in exchange for a taxable property estimated 
to be $50,000 to $57,000 a year.  Mr. Knapp asked who would be responsible for future 
contaminant issues.  Mr. Grogins said it would be the responsibility of the developer.  
APPROVED.   
 
VOTER COMMENT: None   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: None 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:30pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Carey Schierloh 
Clerk  
 
Attachments:  Sub-Committee Budget Accounts, Board of Finance Report 
 
 
These are draft minutes and as such are subject to correction by the Legislative Council at the 
next regular meeting.  All corrections will be determined in minutes of the meeting at which they 
were corrected. 
 
































